Six rare or little
Introduction
The alpheid shrimp fauna of French Polynesia is not well known, despite several older contributions by Coutière (1896 Coutière ( , 1905c , Nobili (1907) , and more recent ones by Banner & Banner (1967) and Odinetz (1983) , the latter study being an unpublished thesis dealing with ecology of coral-associated decapods (see Poupin 1998 for more complete reference list). This is hardly surprising considering French Polynesia's vast oceanic surface (almost 4000 km 2 ), the geological heterogeneity of its five largest archipelagos (Society Is, Marquesas Is, Tuamotu Is, Austral Is, Gambier Is), and the resulting diversity of marine habitats. However, even the relatively well-known Society Islands, which include Tahiti, Moorea and Bora-Bora remain largely undersampled. Another factor responsible for the poor taxonomic knowledge of many Polynesian alpheids is that a numerous species were originally described from the Indian Ocean, e.g., the Red Sea (Heller 1861, 1862) and central Indian Ocean (Coutière 1905b) , from the area known as the "coral triangle", which includes Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines (De Man 1911; Chace 1988) ; or from Australia (e.g., Banner & Banner 1973 , 1982 . The true identity of specimens from the South-West Pacific under those names remains in question, as they may not necessarily belong to the same species as the specimens from the type locality.
During an extensive survey of the shallow-water (0-30 m) marina invertebrate fauna of Moorea in October-November 2008 and October-December 2009 (Biocode Moorea) , the author collected a number of interesting alpheid shrimps in waters no deeper than 2 m. Many specimens were collected by snorkelling in the lagoon, under large rocks and rubble. Others were extracted from large pieces of coral rubble, either directly on the beach or in the laboratory. The use of a bait suction pump ("yabby pump") yielded several
